Cellular mechanisms of cholestasis.
Concepts regarding the pathogenesis of cholestasis continue to evolve as investigational techniques improve and molecular mechanisms of bile formation are clarified. With the accumulation of information it is becoming increasingly evident that cholestasis results from not one but multiple disturbances in the sequence of events responsible for bile production. In addition to the inhibition of bile flow attributable to initiating events, cholestasis itself may inhibit bile flow by altering the intra- and extracellular environments of liver cells. Many questions about cholestasis remain unanswered, but future directions for research are suggested by the information currently available.